Have you ever seen a blackboard after an intense lecture and thought that
you would have more fun doing a million-piece jigsaw puzzle than trying to
figure out what it was all supposed to mean? Here are some tips to avoid the
blackboard blues:
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--Prepare. If your lecture or discussion questions are organized beforehand,
you will be able to make a much better outline of key events or topics on the
board. It is also a good idea to arrive a few minutes early to class in order to
erase the board if the instructor before you didn't.
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--Use the board sparingly. When you turn your back to write on the board,
you often lose your students' attention.
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--Make sure your students can understand the content. If your cursive is bad,
write in print. Write large enough that the students in the back can see it.
Check the board from all parts of the room to verify that it's visible to
everyone.
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--Pace yourself. Give students time to catch up on the notes. This time will
allow you to look at the board and see if you've used the space wisely.
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--Focus on main points. This will help the lecture/discussion to stay on track
and it will keep your students from writing unnecessary things in their notes.
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--Label board work clearly and consistently. Label problems and examples.
Number steps and use terms to clarify and separate.
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--Erase carefully and completely. Don't leave dangling half sentences that will
get confused with the new sentence. Also, don't erase recent material before
making sure that the students have the information.
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